
land Medical Journal for December 15th last. This
question of the best system of sewerage and the neces-
sity for increasing the powers of the State Board of
Health and establishing local boards throughout the
State, as well as several other topics of less local in-
terest, were considered at the Sanitary Convention
mentioned above. This convention was composed of
physicians prominent iu the State, engineers, and
others interested in sanitary matters. Its proceedings
have been published in full in the Fifth Biennial Re-
port of the State Board of Health; and, inasmuch as

the practical outcome of the meeting has been the
drafting of certain laws to be submitted to the Legisla-
ture now in session, it would be better to make them
the subject of a future communication than to add an
abstract of them to what, I am afraid, is an uuduly
long letter.
Before concluding, however, allow me to summarize

briefly a striking report of ninety-nine lithotomies per-
formed by Dr. Caleb Winslow of this city. This report
has been published in full iu the Maryland Medical
Journal for the 23d of this month, but it seems to de-
serve an even more extended notice.
Of these operations ninety-eight were successful, one

unsuccessful ; in the latter case the patient, a negro,
aged eighteeu years, died from dysentery and peritoni-
tis. Of those operated on ninety-eight were males,
one a female ; seven were adults, ninety-two children ;
the oldest was seventy years, the youngest three
years ; ninety-three were whites, six blacks. The
number of stones removed was 109, three being the
largest number removed from any one person. Stone
recurred iu but one case, in the patient aged seventy
years, and it was successfully removed.
His method of operating was the left lateral. At

times a bilateral incision was made to facilitate the re-
moval of large stones. In the female case a stellar in-
cision was made iuto the urethra, and this was dilated,
a large stone being removed. The instruments used
by him were curved staff, with gorget eight times,
with scalpel ninety-one. Most of the stones were re-

moved entire, a few had to be crushed. One measur-

ing four and a half inches in its shortest, and five and a

half in its longest, diameter was removed entire. The
weight and dimensions of other calculi are not given.
The larger number of these operations were per-

formed in eastern North Carolina and within a period
of eighteen years, and before the development of Big-
elow's operation.

Very respectfully, B.

A PLEA FOR CONSISTENCY.

Mr. Editor,
—

Can you tell me why it is, now that
so many of the great nations are adopting the weights
and measures of republican France, that the world con-
tinues to be disgraced by a division of time so absurd
as that which has come down to us from the dark ages
of antiquity ? Why should civilized humanity reckon
twelve months to each year simply because a lot of
Chaldees and Egyptians chose to reckou twelve arbi-
trary sigus to their zodiac? Why split the da}'iuto
twelve hours and each hour into five times twelve min-
utes and seconds merely because these same primitive
Star-gazers saw fit to carry out their whimsical subdi-
vision to this extreme 1( ngth ? Why, finally, should a

man worship God just one day out of seven because
the ancients happened to be acquainted with only just
that number of planets ? Yet such is the system under
which we all live and die to this hour.
They mauaged these things so much better in

France, in the early days of the first republic, when
the philosophers and emancipators had it all their own
way, before the " rois conjurés " of P^urope stepped iu
and delivered them up again to the tyranny of estab-
lished usage !
You remember well, Mr. Editor, the history of the

republican calendar, that brilliant effort of the hu-
man reason to free itself from the trammels of tra-
ditional superstition ; its decimal Sunday,'its scientific
nomenclature, its commemoration of the heroes and
philosophers of every age. Why did it die ? Why
do we not revive it aud place it side by side with its
twin sister the metric system as an example and model
for future generations ? Certainly they are both of a
piece, and oue is as philosophical and worthy to be
adopted as the other. W.

Miscellany.
THE AMERICAN PRACTITIONER ON THE

LOUISVILLE MEDICAL COLLEGE.
The February issue of the American Practitioner

contains an article by one of its editors, Dr. David
W. Yandell, to which those who are interested in main-
taining any professional or educational medical stand-
ard in this country are particularly referred. The
practices there exposed, if truthfully reported,

—

and
we see no reason to doubt it,

—

make, at this distance,
very uupleasant reading, and in Louisville itself cau
hardly result otherwise than in degrading both the
teachers aud the students directly concerned in them.

INOCULATION OF TUBERCULOSIS.
At a recent meeting of the Académie de Médecine,

M. Verneuil related the following history : In July,
1877, a house surgeon (interne) at the St. Eugénie
Hospital, who performed all the post-mortem examina-
tions, one day noticed a papule at the base of the nail
of his third finger. The apex presented a white spot,
and a few drops of pus escaped from it. It was fre-
quently cauterized, but the phalanges became attacked,
and a cold abscess spread over the back of the hand.
After three years' treatment, having failed to produce
any improvement, M. Verneuil amputated the finger.
The house surgeon was believed to be cured, and prac-
ticed in the provinces. Quite recently he has been
again attacked by cold abscesses in the lumbar region,
causing intense pain ; during violent attacks of pain
the arms exhibit clonic convulsive movements. M.
Verneuil has operated a second time. He is convinced
that his patient became inoculated with tuberculosis
when performing a necropsy. A similar misfortune
happened to Laënnec. One day, when operating on a
tuberculous patient, he slightly cut himself with a saw.
A swelling appeared on the wounded part. Laënnec
cauterized it with antimony-chloride. The swelling
disappeared, but twenty years subsequently he died
from tuberculosis.— Paris Corr. Brit. Med. Journal.
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